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meeting your son, who gives promise of sustaining with
great credit the name he bears."
Already in 1829 Ferdinand de Lesseps had shown
that he was capable of acting on his own initiative.
Yusuf, a young officer in the service of the Bey of
Tunis, was flying for his life pursued by the soldiers
of the Bey for violation of the seraglio law. Ferdinand
came to his rescue, and assisted him to make good his
escape. Yusuf showed his gratitude by serving with
the French army in the conquest of Algeria, and later
became the creator of the famous French corps of
Spahis.
Through the seizure of Algeria and Oran France
came into possession of her most important colony, and
it was the De Lesseps, father and son, who helped to
ensure for all time that the great north African territory
should not be subject to Turkey or to any other Power
than France. Mathieu drafted a treaty by which the
brother and heir of the Bey of Tunis was to become
Bey of Constantine under the suzerainty of France,
and in consideration of a tribute guaranteed by Tunis.
The treaty was carried personally by Ferdinand to
Marshal Count Clauzel, who approved its terms, and
it was duly concluded. Unfortunately, internal
disturbances prevented its ratification in Paris. Louis
Philippe had only recently become King of the French
after the " Revolution of the three days of July," and
the Government had little time to devote to affairs in
Africa. Nevertheless, the facts are deserving of record,
and illustrate how the young diplomat was beginning
to be of service to his country.
The real test of experience came in 1832.    It was in